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ABOUT THE BOOK

From Robert Frost's road not taken on her debut album to Samuel Taylor Coleridge's albatross on The Tortured Poets

Department, Taylor Swift's lyrics are filled with literary connections.

Make sure you're catching them all with this expert guide to the novels, poems, and plays that influence her

songwriting.

Let a literature professor and a musical theater artist guide you through the Taylor Swift canon—from Shakespeare to the

Bronté sisters to Daphne du Maurier!
® Learn what "New Romantics" has to do with the old Romantics
Get to know the Gothic monsters haunting Midnights
Spot Taylor's many Great Gatsby references
Discover what Taylor Swift and Emily Dickinson have in common

And find your new favorite tortured poet!
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To read a Gothic novel is often to root for a heroine trapped in a space

that is haunted, in some strange way, by the past. To read a Gothic
pocn s to recognize that we are all haunted by our experiences and
emotions. Whether we're laying the table with “the fancy shit” and
reaching our breaking point in a one-sided relationship, visiting our
hometown and wondering what might have been with our first love,
or avenging our best friend’s murder, we must draw on our intellect,
insight, and sense of what is right and true to correct the wrongs of the

past. And sometimes,it’s spooky out here.

her sister to burn her letters after her death.

letters addressed to the fire: Dickinson was a famously private,

even reclusive person—called “the myth” by local children—and asked
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The Swiftic’s buide to Tortured Pols

Emily Dickinson

“If I feel physically as if the top of my bead were taken off,
1 know that is poetry.”

Emily Dickinson (1830-1886) is known as one of the greatest nine-
teenth-century American poets. While she only published ten poems
during her lifetime, she left behind almost 1,800 poems when she died,
many of which were sewn into handmade collections, Dashed outin her
unique, expressive style, these poems elevate one woman’s thoughts,
feelings, and of spirituality, solitude, h

star-crossed) love, and the natural world to the point that they are so
abstract and affecting, even readers hundreds of years later can relate
to them.

Along with this immense corpus of writing, Dickinson also left behind
a collection of pressed plant specimens in her herbarium—arguably,
she was better known during her lifetime as a gardener than as a poet.

Interestingly, Emily Dickinson and Taylor Swift are sixth cousins, three
times removed! (Thanks, ancestry.com, for your service!) And Swift
seems 1o feel a connection to the poet. She announced evermore’s
release on the poet's birthday, and described her quill pen genre as
sounding “like a letter written by Emily Dickinson's great-grandmother
while sewing a lace curtain.”

Taylor Swift by the Book includes gorgeous illustrations, notes on the lives and works of famous poets,

literary-themed playlists, reading recommendations for every album, and more!



TAYLOR SWIFT BY THE BOOK

Pair iconic literary works with Taylor Swift albums for an immersive experience!
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Rachel Feder holds a Ph.D. in English from the University of Michigan and is an associate professor of English and literary arts at the University of Denver. She is the author of The Darcy Myth:
Jane Austen, Literary Heartthrobs, and the Monsters They Taught Us to Love; Harvester of Hearts: Motherhood Under the Sign of Frankenstein; and Birth Chart, a poetry collection. With McCormick
Templeman, she is the coauthor of Astrolit: A Bibliophile's Guide to the Stars. Rachel also edited the Norton Library's edition of Dracula.

Tiffany Tatreau is an actor, singer, educator, and writer born and raised in Southern California. She has starred in various musicals at theaters across the country in Chicago, Atlanta, New York
City, and more. She is best known for her portrayal of Ocean O’Connell Rosenberg in the viral hit musical and original cast album Ride the Cyclone. She has a BFA in musical theater from
Roosevelt University and currently resides in New York City.
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