
Essential books to enjoy and learn about the importance 
of protecting our environment!

To order, please contact your Penguin Random House  
sales representative or call customer service at (800)-733-3000

The Books for a Better Earth™ collection is designed to inspire young people to 
become active, knowledgeable participants in caring for the planet they live on. Focusing 
on solutions to climate change challenges, the collection looks at how scientists, activists, 
and young leaders are working to safeguard Earth’s future.

US $18.99 / CAN $24.99
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★ “Exquisitely illustrated . . .  
Once again, Munro’s kid-friendly  

style invites young readers to wonder 
about the earth and its creatures.”  

—BOOKLIST, starred review

★ “Writing with warmth and 
enthusiasm, Munro celebrates  
the biodiversity of rodents.”   

—PUBLISHERS WEEKLY, 
starred review

M
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                      A Day
 in the Life of the Desert  

From spotting turkey vultures that 
fly under the hot daytime sun to 

the gila monster that crawls across the 
cool nighttime sand, explore North 
America’s deserts through day and 
night. Visit the Mojave Desert, the 
Great Basin Desert, the Chihuahuan 
Desert, the Painted Desert, the 
Sonoran Desert, and Death Valley. 

One hundred eight unique 
animals fly, crawl, and prowl their 
native habitats in vibrant, double-
page illustrations. Readers will enjoy 
hunting for them all while learning 
about these extraordinary ecosystems, 
the dangers deserts face, and what  
we can do to help. 

           0408 Reinforced

ROXIE MUNRO  
is a champion of nonfiction for 
children and has written and 
illustrated more than forty books for 
young readers. Her popular books 
include Anteaters, Bats & Boas, which 
received two starred reviews; Rodent 
Rascals, which received three starred 
reviews; Masterpiece Mix, which the 
Huffington Post called “a masterpiece 
of its genre”; and Dive In: Swim 
with Sea Creatures at Their Actual Size. 
Munro speaks widely at educational 
conferences on the topic of learning 
and gamification. She is also the 
creator of several award-winning  
apps for children. She lives  
in New York City.

HolidayHouse.com/BooksforaBetterEarth

Holiday House Publishing, Inc.

Printed in China

Visit six North

American deserts 

twenty-four
in

hours

8.295” 8.295”.335” 3.2”3.2”

10.197”

day in the life of a desert jkt_F.indd   1day in the life of a desert jkt_F.indd   1 12/5/22   11:46 AM12/5/22   11:46 AM

by Jessica Stremer 
illustrated by  

Michael Garland
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How Animals and Plants
Survive Wildfires

JESSICA STREMER is the author 
of Great Carrier Reef, a Junior Library 
Guild Gold Standard Selection that 
received two starred reviews. After 
studying biology with an emphasis in 
ecology, she began writing for children 
as a way to instill curiosity, wonder, 
and respect for our natural world. She 
lives with her family in Wisconsin. Visit 
her online at www.jessicastremer.com

MICHAEL GARLAND  has written  
and illustrated many books for  
children, including  Fish Had a Wish   
(Kirkus Reviews Top 25 Children’s 
Books), Tugboat (Best Children‘s Books  
for Family Literacy),  Pizza Mouse   
(Junior Library Guild Gold Standard 
Selection), and Birds Make Nests 
(Correll Award for Excellence in Early  
Childhood Informational Text and 
NSTA Outstanding Science Trade 
Book). He lives in New York.

Goats and beavers.  
Drones and parachutes.  
Pine cones and beetles. 

What do all of these have in common? 
Believe it or not, they are crucial tools 
in fighting, preventing, and adapting to 
wildfires!

These vicious fires are spreading  
faster and burning hotter than at any 
other time in history. Ongoing droughts, 
warming weather, and a history of poor 
forest management have extended the 
traditional wildfire season beyond the 
summer months. It is a matter of life and 
death for wildlife worldwide.

This breathtaking nonfiction book 
focuses on unique angles to a hot topic,  
including the rescue and rehabilitation 
of injured wildlife, species that use wild-
fires to their advantage, how ecosystems 
repopulate postfire, and the animals 
that help to prevent fight wildfires. A  
riveting, kid-friendly text is accompanied 
by stunning woocut illustrations and full- 
color photographs, as well as extensive 
back matter.

The Books for a Better EarthTM  
collection is designed to inspire young 
people to become active, knowledgeable  
participants in caring for the planet they 
live on. Focusing on solutions to climate 
change challenges and human envi-
ronmental impacts, the collection looks 
at how scientists, activists, and young  
leaders are working to safeguard Earth’s 
future.

A Junior Library Guild Gold Standard Selection

0812

Have you ever wondered what happens to animals and plants 
during a wildfire, or how an ecosystem rebuilds after the 

flames go out? Are you curious about the tools and  
techniques that are used to prevent wildfires, or  

concerned about the worldwide increase in megafires? 

The relationship between fire and nature is complex,  
interwoven, and ever-changing. Humans can learn a lot  

from how the natural world responds to wildfire—and you  
can be part of the team that discovers the answers.

Jacket illustrations © 2024 by Michael Garland
Jacket back photograph by Kyle Miller,  

Wyoming Hotshots, USFS
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HC: 9780823450923 | $18.99 US | $24.99 CAN
TR: 9780823458905 | $8.99 US | $12.49 CAN
Ages 4-8

HC: 9780823454426 | $22.99 US | $29.99 CAN
Ages 8-12

HC: 9780823453542 | $22.99 US | $29.99 CAN
Ages 10 and up

HC: 9780823453771 | $24.99 US | $33.99 CAN
Ages 10 and up

HC: 9780823456185 | $17.99 US | $24.99 CAN
Ages 8-12

A Green Earth Book Award 
Recommended Title

“A solid, geographically specific 
introduction to desert communities.”
—Kirkus Reviews

★ “As illuminating as it is fun to read.”
—Booklist

★ “Must-reading on a hot topic.”
—Kirkus Reviews

“Useful for readers doing research 
or those interested in wildlife  
conservation.”—Booklist

On sale April 22, 2025

Dive head first into how  
organizations like Riverkeeper  
protect clean water around the globe!

On sale April 1, 2025

Discover how poop can actually help 
protect our planet!
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