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FROM NATIONAL BOOK AWARD FINALIST

RAJA SHEHADEH
author of We Could Have Been Friends, My Father and I: A Palestinian Memoir

“A concise, essential 
history of the Israeli-
Palestinian confl ict….
Shehadeh’s clarity of 
thought, conversational 
voice, and sharp analysis 
render this book a quick, 
fascinating read, and 
his passion for his people 
and their plight infuse 
the book with exactly 
the right pace and tone.”
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Praise for Raja Shehadeh

“IN HIS MORAL CLARITY AND 
BARING OF THE HEART,

his self-questioning and insistence on fo-
cusing on the experience of the individual 
within the storms of nationalist myth and 
hubris, Shehadeh recalls writers such as 

Ghassan Kanafani and Primo Levi.”
NEW YORK TIMES BOOK REVIEW

A poignant, incisive 
meditation on 

Israel’s longstanding 
rejection of peace, 

and what the war 
on Gaza means for 

Palestinian and 
Israeli futures.

“PALESTINE’S GREATEST
PROSE WRITER.” THE OBSERVER

“SHEHADEH IS A GREAT 
INQUIRING SPIRIT 

with a tone that is vivid, ironic, 
melancholy, and wise.” COLM TÓIBÍN

“SHEHADEH’S WRITING IS 
CLEAR AND PAREDBACK; 

IT WEARS ITS POWER LIGHTLY.
But his masterly, remorseless selection and 
accumulation of detail builds an unanswer-
able case against Palestine’s historic and 

current oppressors.” THE GUARDIAN
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