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+ Praise «

Powerful and playful . . . Seeded throughout with luminous poetic moments. .. Muka-
songa adds a new layer to the canvas containing her vanished culture. Amid destruc-
tion there’s confusion and manipulation, but there’s also the power of myth and human
resilience. With this book, Mukasonga looks into a very dark night and imagines dis-
tant stars containing beautiful possibilities. =~ —David Varno, Words Without Borders

Complex and revelatory . . . Mukasonga complicates the blurry line between history
and myth and critiques its relationship to colonialism. This speaks volumes to the
power of storytelling. —Publishers Weekly

A searing tale of contending gods, religions, and economies in colonial Rwanda . . . As Mukasonga’s story opens, a
village subchief, bribed by a “Colonial” with “a watch, a pair of sunglasses, a bottle of port wine, two jerry cans of
gasoline, [and] a swath of fabric for his wife and daughters,” rounds up the children to serve in the war effort
against Germany by harvesting anti-malarial flowers. Other agents of change follow . . . Drought ensues, and with
it the people starve, and with that they recall the old ways . . . Pensive and lyrical; a closely observed story of cul-
tures in collision. —Kirkus Reviews, Starred Review
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SCHOLASTIQUE MUKASONGA was born in Rwanda in 1956. She settled in France in 1992,
only two years before the brutal genocide of the Tutsi swept through Rwanda. Her ground-
breaking books include: her debut novel Our Lady of the Nile, Cockroaches (chosen by the
New York Times as one of the fifty best memoirs of the last fifty years), Igifu, and the
National Book Award-nominated The Barefoot Woman, expertly translated by Jordan
Stump. In 2021, she won the Simone de Beauvoir Prize for Women’s Freedom.
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