
THE REAL DADA MOTHER GOOSE:
A TREASURY OF COMPLETE NONSENSE

JON SCIESZKA
ILLUSTRATED BY JULIA ROTHMAN

THE CLASSIC NURSERY RHYMES WE KNOW AND LOVE,
TOLD AND ILLUSTRATED IN AN ENTIRELY NEW WAY

Mother knows best, but sometimes a little  
nonsense wins the day. Inspired by Dadaism’s 
rejection of reason and rational thinking, and  
in cahoots with Blanche Fisher Wright’s  
The Real Mother Goose, this anthology of absurdity 
unravels the fabric of classic nursery rhymes and 
stitches them back together (or not quite together) 
in every clever way possible. One by one, cher-
ished nursery rhymes—from “Humpty Dumpty” 
to “Hickory Dickory Dock,” “Jack Be Nimble” to 
“Mother Hubbard”—fall prey to sly subversion 
as master of fracture Jon Scieszka and acclaimed 
illustrator Julia Rothman refashion them into  
comic strips, errant book reports, anagrams,  
and manic mash-ups. Playfully reconstructed,  
the thirty-six old-new rhymes invite further 
baloney, bringing kids in on the joke and inviting 
them to revel in reimagining. Featuring robust 
back matter, this irreverent take on the rhymes 
of childhood is a great gift for child readers, a rich 
classroom resource across grade levels, and a love 
song to a living language.

Media Contact:
Karen Walsh, Executive Director of Publicity  
for Brands and Key Titles
karen.walsh@candlewick.com

On sale October 2022
HC: 978-0-7636-9434-0
$19.99 ($25.99 CAN)
Ages 7–10 • 80 pages
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JON SCIESZKA is the author of the Caldecott Honor Book The Stinky Cheese 

Man and Other Fairly Stupid Tales, illustrated by Lane Smith, which celebrates 

thirty years in publication in 2022. He is also the creator of the Frank Einstein 

and the Time Warp Trio series and many other acclaimed and best-selling 

books for children. The first National Ambassador for Young People’s  

Literature and founder of Guys Read, Jon Scieszka lives in Brooklyn.

JULIA ROTHMAN is the creator of the best-selling illustrated Anatomy 

series and other books. She has an illustrated column in the New York Times 

called Scratch with collaborator Shaina Feinberg about small businesses with 

big personalities. Her witty illustrations have appeared in newspapers, 

magazines, and more. Cofounder of Women Who Draw—an open directory 

of female professional illustrators, artists, and cartoonists—Julia Rothman 

lives in Brooklyn.

Marketing Plan
Cover reveal and preorder campaign
National publicity campaign
National consumer and trade advertising
Discussion guide
Social media campaign with online giveaways
Select author appearances
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