
Happening, Annie Ernaux’s novel,  looks back on her experience with abortion when it was still 
illegal in France in the 1960s. Now an award-winning film from director Audrey Diwan. 
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• Opening May 13, the film will be distributed to 177 cities and will play on 200 screens across the U.S. 
(see full city list on reverse) 

Selected awards and nominations for L’événement / Happening (2021) film: 
• Happening (2021) won the top prize at the 78th edition of  the Venice Film Festival. The award was selected by a jury 

led by Parasite (2019) director Bong Joon-Ho. 
• BAFTA Film Award Nominee (2022) for Best Director, Audrey Diwan. 
• WINNER of  the CineLibri Award for Masterful Literary Adaptation (2021) 
• César Awards, France (2022), WINNER for Most Promising Actress, Anamaria Vartolomei. Nominee for Best Adapt-

ed Screenplay, Best Director, and Best Film. 
• Festival International de Film Saint-Jean-de-Luz (2021) nominee for Best Film. 
• Indiewire Critics’ Poll (2021) “Best Films Opening in 2022” 
• International Cinephile Society Awards WINNER for Best Breakthrough Performance for Anamaria Vartolomei and 

Best Picture. 
• La Roche-sur-Yon International Film Festival (2021) WINNER of  Prix du public. 
• Lumiere Awards, France (2022), WINNER of  Best Film and Best Actress. Nominee for Best Director and Best Cine-

matography. 
• Palm Springs International Film Festival (2022) WINNER Directors to Watch and New Voices/New Visions Grand 

Jury Prize, Audrey Diwan. 

Distributed to the trade by
 Penguin Random House 

“With the dispassion and efficiency of  a military strategist, [Ernaux] ambushes her past, prying it from its refuge in nostal-
gia and oblivion and holding it up naked for all to see . . . a harrowing account . . . superbly translated.”

 —Emily Eakin, The New York Times Book Review

“Ernaux. . .writes with clear, controlled precision that is as vivid as it is devastating to read, and which connects the pain 
and indignity of  her experience to class, power and patriarchy.” —The Guardian

In 1963, Annie Ernaux, 23 and unattached, realizes she is pregnant. Shame arises in her like a plague: Understanding that her 
pregnancy will mark her and her family as social failures, she knows she cannot keep that child. This is the story, written forty 
years later, of  a trauma Ernaux never overcame. In a France where abortion was illegal, she attempted, in vain, to self-adminis-
ter the abortion with a knitting needle. Fearful and desperate, she finally located an abortionist, and ends up in a hospital emer-
gency ward where she nearly dies. In Happening, Ernaux sifts through her memories and her journal entries dating from those 
days. Clearly, cleanly, she gleans the meanings of  her experience.



Happening (2021) will play in the following cities across the United States:

• Los Angeles
• West Los Angeles
• New York 
• Miramar
• Dominican Republic 
• Santurce 
• Saugerties
• Albany
• Santa Fe 
• Albuquerque 
• Atlanta 
• Athens
• Austin
• Baltimore 
• Sisters
• Boston 
• Brookline
• Dennis 
• Waltham 
• Cambridge
• Great Barrington 
• Montpelier
• Cedar Rapids
• Iowa City 
• Charlotte 
• Charlottesville 
• Chicago 
• Wilmette 
• Country Club Hills
• Addison
• Chicago Heights
• Elgin
• Gurnee
• Orland Park 
• Cincinnati 
• Akron 
• Columbus 
• Pickerington 
• Arlington 
• Dallas
• Plano
• Boulder
• Fort Collins
• Denver 
• Lakewood 
• Livonia
• Bloomfield Hills
• Hermantown
• Eugene
• Fresno
• Bonita Springs
• Gainesville
• Grand Rapids 
• Boise
• Iowa City
• Chico
• Columbia 
• Duluth
• Fort Wayne 
• Bethlehem 

• Greensboro
• Winston-Salem
• Harrisburg 
• New Haven
• Houson
• Indianapolis
• Carmel
• Jacksonville
• Overland Park 
• Knoxville
• Las Vegas
• Lincoln 
• Little Rock
• Glendale
• Torrance
• Burbank 
• Orange 
• Woodland Hills
• Long Beach
• Claremont
• Newhall
• Pasadena
• Encino
• Irvine
• Sherman Oaks
• Madison
• Memphis 
• For Lauderdale
• Miami
• Key West 
• Hollywood 
• Miami Beach
• Brookfield 
• Oak Creek
• Plymouth 
• Oakdale
• Elk River
• Waite Park 
• Nashville
• New Orleans 
• Skillman 
• Huntington
• Montclair
• Pleasantville
• Stamford
• Millerton
• East Hampton
• Bellmore
• New City
• Hampton
• Norfolk
• Oklahoma City 
• Omaha 
• Portage 
• Asheville
• Lansing 
• Santa Monica 
• Bethel 
• Sag Harbor 
• Pittsburgh

• Lake Buena Vista
• Winter Park 
• Cape Girardeau 
• Palm Desert
• Bloomington 
• Philadelphia 
• Peoria 
• Scottsdale
• Chandler
• Mesa
• Salem
• Portland
• Raleigh
• Durham 
• Fayetteville 
• Richmond 
• Rochestter
• Sacramento
• Modesto
• Salt Lake City
• San Antonio
• La Jolla
• San Diego
• San Francisco
• Sebastopol 
• Oakland 
• San Francisco
• Berkeley 
• San Rafael
• Santa Barbara 
• Seattle
• Shoreline
• Tacoma 
• Port Townsend 
• Seattle 
• Spokane 
• Springfield 
• Amherst 
• Frontenac 
• Chesterfield 
• St. Louis 
• O’Fallon
• St. Charles 
• Ithaca 
• Tallahassee
• Tampa
• Sarasota
• Topeka 
• Washington DC 
• Fairfax
• Silver Springs
• Wichita 
• Santa Fe
• Waterville
• Yakima 
• Brooklyn 
• Fort Worth
• Rhinebeck
• Bethel 
• Yellow Springs 


